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September 24, 2022        10:00 a.m.       St. Augustine Cathedral 

Institution of the Ministry of Acolyte for Permanent Diaconate Class  

Dt.8:2-3,14-16; 1Cor.11:23-26; Jn.6:51-59 

Praised be Jesus Christ!  Alabado sea Jesucristo! 

Greetings: Fr. Creagan, Fr. German---Director along with Deacon Dave 
Guido; my brother priests, Home pastors of our Candidates; my brother deacons 
and your wives.  Very special greetings to our dear Deacon Candidates, your 
wives, and members of your families.  All of us---Hermanas y Hermanos en Cristo! 

We just witnessed the formal “Calling of the Candidates” who are about to be 
instituted in the Ministry of Acolyte.  As these 15 men’s names were called, we 
heard each answer “Present”/ “Presente”.  Of course, we can clearly see that they 
are here, but in making that statement, they are really saying----“Estoy aqui!”;   “I 
am excited about receiving this ministry in the liturgical life of the Church”; 
“Quiero proceder!”. 

This Ministry of Acolyte is a very important step  in “proceeding” in this long, 
and I’m sure what has been very challenging, educational and formational 
process.  It was almost exactly one year ago that we gathered here in our 
Cathedral for all of you to receive the Ministry of Lector.  And, God willing, 
perhaps around this time next year, you will be back here to be ordained as 
Deacons.  As the Instruction that I will read very shortly explains, part of what 
makes receiving this Ministry today so important is that it marks the final step 
along this journey you’ve been on over these many years.  But what takes place 
today is important because of all that it means for you, and for the Church. 

Having received the Ministry of Lector, thru which you were formally 
entrusted with publicly proclaiming God’s Holy Word, in receiving this Ministry of 
Acolyte today, as the Instruction explains, you will have the privilege of 
“attend(ing) to the service of the altar, to assist the deacon and the priest in 
liturgical celebrations, especially in the celebration of the Mass, and you will be 
able to distribute Holy Communion as a special minister of the Eucharist.”  But 
there are two lines in this Instruction that I think is profoundly important that I’d 
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like to highlight, which succinctly sums up the challenge the Lord holds out to you 
at this point in your formation:  “You should strive to live more fully by the Lord’s 
Sacrifice, and to be molded more perfectly in its likeness.  You should seek to 
understand the deep spiritual meaning of what you do.”  “Debes tartar de 
comprender el profundo significando spiritual de lo que haces.” 

Dear Candidates, you have been investing great amounts of time and energy in 
your theological, scriptural, homilietic, ecclesiological and canonical studies over 
these many years.  As our first Bi-lingual Class, you, who are Spanish-speakers 
have also made great strides in learning English; y nuestros anglo-parlantes 
aprendiendo Espanol.  You have been devoting yourselves to particular ministries 
in a variety of supervised settings. As you will be Instituted into the Ministry of 
Acolyte, and take on a more privileged place assisting at the altar, and as a special 
minister of the Eucharist.  With each step along the way, through each year of 
your formal preparation, with each course that you have taken, and in each 
ministry that you have received-----ALL this is aimed at deepening, strengthening, 
and enriching your relationship with Jesus Christ, our Lord.  In other words, this is 
all about “striving to be molded more perfectly in the likeness of the Lord’s 
Sacrifice…so that you can more deeply understand the spiritual meaning of what 
you do.”  

This Ministry is not just about being authorized to participate in more liturgical 
functions at Mass; this is also about growing more deeply in your relationship 
with Christ, most especially through this Precious Gift of the Holy Eucharist. 

The Readings from God’s Holy Word we have just listened to focused on 
“remembrance” of all the amazing ways God has shown His Love for His People.  
One of the most concrete expressions of God’s Love was that He always found 
ways to satisfy our bodily need for food thru some variation of a “sacred meal”.   

As we heard in the Book of Deuteronomy, first, Moses taught his People:  
“Remember how for forty years the Lord your God ….provided manna for you---a 
food unknown to you and your fathers”.  And then Moses said the same thing, but 
just in a slightly different way: “No te olvides del Senor tu Dios/Do not forget the 
Lord, your God….He brought you out of Egypt….guided you thru the desert….and 
fed you with manna----(and once again), a food unknown to you and your 
fathers”.   
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The beloved Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd” “El Senor es m I Pastor”, also 
carries out that same theme; in addition to “leading me beside restful waters, and 
guiding me in right paths, and giving me courage because You are always at my 
side”, our Lord and Shepherd also “spreads the table before me, anointing me 
with oil, and making my cup overflow with goodness”.   

Of course our Second Reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians gives us 
the most ancient text recalling what Jesus said and did at the Last Supper:  “Jesus 
took bread, gave thanks and said: “This is My Body; do this in remembrance of 
Me; ….”This cup is the new covenant in My Blood; haced esto en conmemoracion 
Mia.” 

So in all of these Scripture passages, what we are “remembering” is that our 
God is with us; He provides for us; He Feeds us.  And He does that because of His 
Love for us, which had never before been seen or understood by “you and your 
fathers”.  And God did all of that, so that we “will remember”; so that “nosotros 
nunca olvidaremos”.  

In a particular way, today’s Gospel passage from the 6th Chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel, the “Bread of Life Discourse”, “ups the anti” even more.  Jesus promises 
that He will not only give us the miraculous “manna” that was provided each day, 
which had never before been seen or experienced; even more than that, Jesus 
reveals that the Bread He will be giving is “Living Bread that came down from 
Heaven”, namely, it will be His very Self.  This “Living Bread” will not only be 
“unknown to you and your fathers”; Jesus promises that the Bread He will give is 
“unlike what your ancestors ate bit still died; whoever eats this Bread”, Jesus 
promises,” will live forever.”  Jesus is the “Living Bread” that gives Eternal Life.  
Jesus es el “Pan Vivo” que da Vida Eterna! 

My dear Brothers, you are receiving this Ministry of Acolyte at a very 
significant time in the life of our Diocese:  in the “Year of Priestly Spiritual 
Renewal and Prayer for Vocations”, as we are all praying fervently for a “renewal 
of Faith” for all of us, beginning with a renewal in our own Faith in and devotion 
toward the Holy Eucharist.   In addition, you are receiving this Ministry of Acolyte 
during these three-years of the national Eucharistic Revival, as I and all the 
Bishops in the United States collectively call us to a time of renewed belief in this 
Precious Gift of the Eucharist, and to a deeper reflection on the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  As you assist the Priest and the Deacon at the Altar, 
as you distribute the Sacred Body of Christ to your parishioners, as you take the 
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Blessed Sacrament to the sick and homebound of your Parishes, you must keep 
striving to understand the spiritual meaning of what you are doing, even as you 
are becoming molded into the Likeness of the Lord’s Sacrifice as His beloved 
Disciples. 

Dear Sons in the Lord: on this Saturday, the Day of the Week normally devoted 
to special devotion to the Blessed Mother, the first and greatest of all Disciples, 
please turn to our dear Mother Mary; por favor, dirigete a nuestra querida 
Santisima Madre.  She will give you strength; she will give you courage.  No one 
knows what each of you needs better than she does.  Let her guide you in your 
ministry, comfort you in your fears, encourage you in your doubts, and keep you 
close to her Son Jesus as Acolytes in service of the Altar.  As you continue striving 
to understand more deeply the spiritual meaning of what you do, and as you keep 
being molded into the Likeness of Mary’s Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, --- the Living 
Bread, Who gives us His Life in this most Precious Gift of the Eucharist, will remain 
with you, and all of us, as that continuing remembrance of His unconditional Love. 

May all that we do and everything that we say, be for the Honor and Glory of 
God, ahora y siempre, y por los signlos de los siglos. Amen. 


